Dear Family,

As we begin the New Year 2009, it is good to
reflect on "where we have been” but also
"where are we going?” >>Read more on P-2 >>
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I n the year since last Easter many
things have changed and many have
remained the same. The forty days of
Lent are a great time to reflect on
those changes and ask the Lord to
help us understand what they mean.
In other words, Lent is a time for
prayerful reflection and assessment
of the growth in our spiritual life.

As part of our assessment, we
need to look at any "thoughts" we
may have. For instance, if we have
thought about calling or visiting a
relative or friend that we haven't seen
in a while, we should make that call
as part of our Lenten preparation.

LENT - A Time for Thought

and Action by Tom Wilford

If we thought about learning more
about our Faith, we should make
certain that we attend the Lenten
Mission or read some of the literature
available in the Parish library. If we
thought about becoming more active
in the Parish, we should make
contact with the organization that

we are considering and act on

that thought.

You see, many of our thoughts are
really a "call to action" in disguise.
The Holy Spirit speaks to us in many
ways through many people.
Sometimes it is in that "inner voice"
that we call thoughts. As we
approach Easter, we should take the
time to not just think about what we
should do, but actually do it. We
should recommit ourselves to grow in
Faith and service to our community.

Turn your thoughts into positive
action this Easter season. For the
Parishioners who completed their
Stewardship Commitment Cards

last October, a review of those
commitments would be an excellent
starting point for that assessment.
For those who haven't completed a
card, this would be a good time to do
so. If you feel that you cannot
complete all of the sections on the
Stewardship Card, then complete the
sections that you are able to
complete. Spiritual growth into a
Stewardship way of life is a

life-long process. That is why we ask
you to do an annual assessment and
re-commitment. It is a great
opportunity to review our thoughts
and turn them into positive

action. ﬁt ‘Nm-

childen’s quotes from page 2

\X’hy is Catholic
Education important
to you?

"In religion I learn about singing
to Jesus.” Michael Thoman 1B

"They teach you to be safe.”
Emilia Rower-Littleton from 2A

"Catholic education is important
to me because | get to make my
First Holy Communion.” Emily
Dugan from 2B

"Because | like to learn about
Jesus. Also, I like going to
Church on Tuesday.”

Jack Novak from 3A

"I think Catholic Education is
important to me because you get
a chance to learn about Jesus.
You also learn about Jesus’
teachings. You can read Jesus’
stories." Logan Denn from 4A

"Catholic Education is important
to me because it's the greatest
thing in the world to know that
God has faith in you. It's a great
feeling to learn about God. I love
St. Jude because it's like a big
Catholic family.” Abigail Palmer
from 5B

"I think Catholic Education is
important because it helps me
become a better person. It shows
me that if you be kind to people,
they'll be kind back. | know my
personality would have been
different if | didn’'t have a Catholic
education.” Will Fritz from 6A

"l like being in the school where
religion is taught and kindness
and respect for others is
expected.” Ryan Turner from 6B

"Catholic Education is important
to me because everyday | learn
more about God and my faith
gets stronger in Him and my
relationship.” Hannah Saunders
from 6B

"Catholic Education is important to
me because it teaches me about
important values as being kind to
all of God's children...It also has
taught me to have self-confidence
and that is important to me.”

Peter Blake from 8B

\What do you like about
Catholic Education?

"There are nice teachers."”
Nathan Lisicky from KA

"It teaches me about helping
people.” Isabelle Volney from 1B

"\We learn about Jesus. We can talk
about Jesus. At our school we can
pray together.”

Francesca Milosovic from 1A

"You can learn and have fun at the
same time." Isaac Malinowski
from 2A

childen’s quotes continued
on back page >>




"“What I like about Catholic
education is that the teachers are
so nice and explain things as best
as they can and do it in the nicest
way possible. They always try
there best. They never give up....
They are always encouraging us
to go above and beyond in all we
do and never want us to give up.
They always make you smile even
when you're sad. They always
make you happy.”

Mike Filiaggi from 5B

quotes
from kids

"“What I like about Catholic
Education is learning in a faith-
centered community where | am
able to publicly worship and
deepen my relationship with God.
Examples of this are participating
in the liturgies and the
sacraments.” Claire Miller from 7A

"You get to learn

more about the world and other
languages and have fun and just
be yourself." Regan Schill from 2A

"I like a Catholic Education
because I can really express my
feelings and I get to learn and
participate in many religious
activities.” Anna Griffin from 6A

"Catholic education allows me to
be able to learn and talk about
God and my religion. That is most
important to me and I love to
learn my faith with my peers. It is
an education where | feel safe and
cared for.” Michaela Foisy from 8A

"We can learn about Jesus and we
can pray everyday."
Connor Trockley from 2B

"We go to church every week. We
learn about Jesus' life. We get a
good education. We learn more

"I like the small classes. | also enjoy
the good morals taught to us. The
teachers are very nice and can help
us with our problems.”

Jacob Moore from 8B

How does Catholic
Education help you?

“It helps me have a happy heart."
David Hastings from KB

"l get to learn about Jesus and God."
Abby Rankin from KB

“It teaches you how to be good."
Hunter Hilson from KA

"It helps me to be more loving."
Avery Gabel from 2A

"God and Jesus can help me and they
help me think when | have a test.”
Isabella Johnson from 2A

"\¥hat helps me in Catholic education
is that we learn about God and learn
how to thank Him for all the things
He gave us.”

Alexandra Karlinchak from 3B

about God everyday. Everyone in Gym Class

the school believes in Jesus. \We
do crafts about Jesus and God."
Olivia Szpak from 3A

"I like Catholic Education because |
like learning about Jesus, God and
Mary and I like reading the Bible.

I like our uniforms so we don't
have to pick out what we put on
everyday. We give money to the
poor on dress down days..."

Sarah Schuckman from 4A
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“I like the fact that we, as we as a
school can do things together
such as going to church with each
other, and collecting food for the
hospitality house.”

Lauren LaPointe from 4B

"I like it when we celebrate
holidays or birthdays because it's
like we're all a big happy family
which makes me feel comfort-
able.” Danny Gutierrez from 4B
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