
G Dear Family,

During the month of June we all shift into a

summertime mode. Whether we are connected to
school or not, there is just a different pace for
summer, especially after the long Ohio winter.

>>Read more on P-2 >>
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ST JUDE ALUMNI news

s my high school
graduation drew near, I
found myself reflecting

on the last several years and
realized how Elyria Teens for
Christ (ETC) has really
influenced my life. Five years
ago, I started going to ETC
events on a regular basis and
found a faith-based group of
friends that I have come to rely
on when I need the most help, or
just to hang out with on the
weekends. I have been on the
“Core Planning Team” for ETC
the past four years and it has
meant the world to me to be able
to spend quality time with this
group that I know and trust. I will
always remember the jokes and
stories we told in Dean’s office
every meeting when we would
get off track; which was more
than usual.

I have performed in The Living
Stations of the Cross for the past
two years and have found them
to be the most exciting years in
ETC. From all the late night
practices, to “Jesus on three”
before every performance, to
reciting everyone’s lines because
we knew them all so well, The
Living Stations has given even
more depth to my faith from an
extremely different perspective.
The cast changed dramatically
each year from the people we
lost who went away to school,
but each year I made lasting
friendships that I will cherish for
a lifetime.

I have also participated in the
annual high school retreat for the
past four years, serving on the
planning team the past two
years. This retreat would take
place one weekend at the St.
Leonard Retreat Center in Avon
and was so moving, that 

I never had the same
experience each year. This
past year was probably my
most memorable one because
it was my last retreat weekend.
I enjoyed every moment of it
and would love to go back.
This year, as a senior, I had
the opportunity to give a
witness talk, for which I sobbed
like a baby while writing.
Luckily enough, I saved my
tears until after my talk was
over. I tried to put on a good
front, but was saddened that
this was my last year with this
retreat and ETC.

I have grown up with ETC,
and it has given me morals and
values that I will carry on to
college in the fall. It has shown
me how to have a fabulous
time doing the things I love, all
the while keeping God first and
foremost in my mind. It has
been one of the most influential
things in my life that I have
depended upon countless
times. I am extremely grateful
for all the things our “Fearless
Leader” Dean Robinson has
done for me personally and
appreciate everything he has
done to make ETC the
phenomenal youth group it is.
He puts his heart and soul into
everything that he does for us
and it shows. I will truly miss
ETC in the upcoming months.     

I want to thank everyone
involved for giving me the best
youth group experience and for
all the memories I will hold so
dear. Sunday nights just will
not be the same without ETC
anymore. I’ll always remember
the countless laughs, incredible
jokes, and astounding
moments of prayer through my
years of Elyria Teens for Christ.4

Many Thanks! 
To all parishioners and
St. Jude graduates for
participating in our 50/50
raffles. Your generosity
enabled us to give the
students $500 at the end of
the school Mass.
Congratulations to our
most recent winner:
Sr. Jennifer Kramer, SND

Reflection  on  Elyria  Teens  for  Christ
--By Megan Anderson (graduating senior)
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e would like to
express our gratitude
and congratulations to
Bishop A. James Quinn for
25 years of service as
Auxiliary Bishop in the
western region of the
Diocese of Cleveland and
50 years as a priest.
We wish him our prayers
and blessings as he
readies for his retirement.
We thank him for his many
years of support and
guidance to the Catholic
Community in Lorain
County.
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st jude school NEWS
NEW ASSISTANT
PRINCIPAL

Mrs. Suzanne Lester has been

selected as our new Assistant

Principal beginning with the 2008-

2009 school year. Suzanne has a

Bachelor of Science in Elementary

Education from Cleveland State and

a Master's in Education from

Bowling Green. She has twelve

years of teaching experience, ten of

them being at SJS. She has taught

fifth grade for four years and most

recently has been the junior high

math teacher at St. Jude for six

years. Suzanne also taught junior

high math in Oberlin for two years.

Suzanne has involved herself in

the life of the Parish and the School.

She is a member of Finance Council

and sits on the school Building

Leadership Team. She gives gener-

ously of her gifts and talents.

Suzanne has the heart of a Catholic

School teacher and puts the needs

of her students and parents first and

then her colleagues before herself.

Suzanne professional standards

are exemplary. She holds herself

and others to high standards of

performance. Relationships are

important to Suzanne. She enjoys a

positive rapport with students, with

both parents, and colleagues.

Suzanne is always willing to go the

extra mile and truly exemplifies the

meaning of "Going Above and

Beyond!"

In Suzanne's own words, "I am

deeply committed to Catholic

education and to St. Jude Parish

and School. As Catholic school

educators, we have the enormous

responsibility to convey Christ's

teachings to members of our faith-

filled community. I do not take this

responsibility lightly. St. Jude School

is poised on the brink of change for

our Catholic community. I look

forward to being a catalyst for

change within our school and

parish. I look forward to the

opportunity to serve in this

new capacity."

STEWARDSHIP 
CORNER

TIME and TALENT (at its

best!)…Over 175 people -

including students, parents,

grandparents, faculty and

staff - were involved in the

Drama performance,

WONDERLAND! Work on

the performance started last

fall. This endeavor was pos-

sible through the kind and

generous sharing of time

and talent by all those

involved.  

TREASURE…K-8 students

collected $420 to help

sponsor a Relay For Kids For

A Cure team. Ms. Debbie

Lobaugh's 4A homeroom

collected $80 of the total

$420. K-8 students also

collected $1804 for the

Building Fund during the

last quarter of the year. 

We are fortunate that Suzanne will

serve our community in this new

role. Please join us in welcoming

Suzanne Lester to this important

role that she will assume at the

close of the school year.

REGISTRATION FOR
THE 2008-2009
SCHOOL YEAR

Consider giving your child a gift

that will last a lifetime! Invest in

your child's future when you

choose St. Jude School. A Catholic

education is a special gift that only

you can give your child.

St. Jude School is accepting

registrations for the upcoming

2008-2009 school year for children

in Preschool through Grade 8.

Student-focused and parent-

friendly, St. Jude School offers a

comprehensive academic program

with many extras to enrich the core

curriculum. Programs such as the

Great Lakes Theatre Residency,

Cleveland Opera on Tour,

Technology Club, Drama Club, an

Archaeological Dig, Mohican

Science Camp, Student Council,

Leadership Camp Adapt and

Spanish classes are just a few of

the extras offered.

Registration packets are
available in the school office or
call 440-366-1681 for more
information.

IMPORTANT NEWS FOR NORTH
RIDGEVILLE FAMILIES

St. Jude School recently received some surprising, but definitely great news from
the North Ridgeville City Schools.They have reconsidered their previous position on
providing bus transportation to St. Jude. Beginning with the 2008/2009 school year,
viable and convenient transportation will be available to interested families.
Tentative plans for morning transportation are that students will be picked up from
their neighborhoods and transported to a North Ridgeville school where they may
need to change to another bus that will bring them to St. Jude. In the afternoon,
plans are that students will be picked up at St. Jude and transported back to their
neighborhoods. At this point in time, no switching of buses in the afternoon is
anticipated. More specific information (including pickup/drop off times and
locations) will be provided by the North Ridgeville Transportation Department to
St. Jude families later this summer. 5



Finally, in eighth grade, I’ve enjoyed
the feeling of being on top, along
with all of the privileges and
responsibilities that come along
with it. Throughout this nine-year
experience, I’ve also enjoyed many
privileges, such as socials, dances,
and field trips.These privileges,
among others, were all within an
amazing catholic experience that
was accompanied by an
excellent education.

In these nine years that I’ve had
at St. Jude, many people have
influenced my life in ways that I will
never forget. People that were my
friends became my family, and school
turned into a home away from home.
Together, my nine years at this
school have taught me that “what you
give, you receive.” It has taught me
to “find the best in people, no matter
how hard you have to look.”
Lastly, these past nine years of
my life have taught me that                  

“even  
though  
someone 
has come 
into and 
passed out 
of your life, 
they will 
always be 
in your   
heart 
forever.”

eing here at
St. Jude for nine
years, I’ve seen
people come and
go. Teachers,
students, family,
and friends have all
played an important
role in my life that’s made me who I
am today. Starting in Kindergarten,
all the way up through grade eight,
I’ve been a student, and enjoyed all
the memories, mistakes, and laughs
that came with it. Not only have I
encountered them, but I’ve loved
every step of the way. Now, I’m mov-
ing on to high school, but I will never
forget the memories that made my
time here the incredible experience
that it was.

At age 5, I entered Mrs. Conlin’s
classroom at St.Jude, feeling so
small in a place so big. In second
grade, I made my first communion,
as well as my first reconciliation.
In third grade,
I experienced St.
Jude’s 60th
anniversary, along
with the balloon
“drop” that
accompanied it.
Through fourth and
fifth grade, I felt
“big and tall” in the
primary hall, up
until sixth grade,
when I entered
junior high, along with a whole new
hallway. Once again, I felt out of
place. But that feeling disappeared
quickly, because my sister Courtney
was there to guide me along the
way. That year, she graduated, but in
seventh grade, I had a year of
experience under my belt, that
helped me start to make the path of
the person I wanted to be. 

“Teachers, students, family and
friends have played an important
role in my life.”

B
ive fifth graders from St. Jude School: Anna Griffin,

Meggie Griffin, Will Fritz, Jack Klingshirn, and I went
to see what the Blessing House was. We had already
known that the Blessing House was a place where
children stayed and were taken care of when their
parents couldn't take care of them at the time due
to certain circumstances. All of us were eager to
learn more.

As we walked in the door, we were greeted by Sister
Mary and her two dogs Eamon and Charlie. She gave
us a tour of the Blessing House and told us about it.
She even let us say hello to the children there. She
told us that ten children could live in the Blessing
House at a time as long as they were no older then
twelve years. Children who had attended school before
they came to the Blessing House were driven to the
same school they originally went to each morning.
All of the children we met looked so happy to be there.

When Sister Mary showed us the rooms, we were
amazed. They were all colorful and kid friendly.
One bedroom had different animals painted all over
the walls. Another bedroom had dogs painted on the
walls. My favorite bedroom of all was the one with the
lighthouse painted on one of the walls. They also had
two bathrooms (one was for handicapped children), a
kitchen, a playroom, a handicapped accessible
bedroom, and a nursery. There was also a playground
in the backyard for the children to play on (they only
watch a little bit of TV). 

Earlier in the year, the fifth grade girls' volleyball
team had made pillows for the Blessing House.
Every child that stays in the Blessing House receives
their own pillow, blanket, toothbrush, clean pajamas,
and sometimes a stuffed animal before they leave.
It looked like our volleyball team had another project!
We also learned that the items the Blessing House
needed the most were clean underwear, diapers,
clean pajamas, etc.

After the five of us had learned so much about the
Blessing House, we didn't want to leave. We went
back to our class and told everyone about our trip. 
We told them how great the Blessing House was and
how it helped so many people. It had really touched
our hearts. 

Now we really know how fortunate we are to have
everything we have. It is great to know that fifth
graders can make a difference!

-- By Ryan Lutke
Blessing 
House
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2008 St. Jude Graduation pixs
with Taylor Robinson, Brett
Diederich, David Elwer and
Ryan Lutke

-- By Sarah Ziegelmeyer
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school news continued
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NEW FACULTY AND 
PROGRAMS;
ASSIGNMENT CHANGES
FOR FACULTY

Lindsay Schutrum joins SJS as our

new Phys. Ed. teacher! Lindsay is a

recent graduate of Baldwin-Wallace.

Her home is outside of Buffalo, New

York and she has a twin sister who is

also looking to secure a teaching

position for the fall! I believe that

Lindsay will be a wonderful addition to

our staff and will share her energy and

enthusiasm with us.

Mrs. Shari Diedrick returns to SJS as

our new part-time Preschool teacher.

Shari will be working with the one AM

and the one PM 4 year old class we

are adding. Shari has a wealth of

experience with early primary children

as she had been a first grade teacher at

SJS several years ago. We are thrilled

to have her back!

In addition, there are several internal

shifts that have been made for the

upcoming school year.  

Mary Jane Leonowich First Grade - 1A
Kathy Tollett First Grade - 1B
Cindy Craig Third Grade
Tanya Pallardy Fourth Grade 

Homeroom
4-5 Math

Debbie Lobaugh Fourth Grade 
Homeroom

4-5 Reading/Study Skills
Julie McFarland Fifth Grade  

Homeroom
4-5 Science

Jan Rusnak Fifth Grade 
Homeroom

4-5 Social Studies
Molly Hibler Junior High English
Eamon O'Donnell   Junior High Math

Mrs. Kegyes has retired after a

long, successful teaching career

at St. Jude School. Mrs. Kegyes

has been out on medical leave

since May 1. We wish her well

in this new chapter of her life!

There are also a few program

changes for the fall. Enrichment

will be moving in a completely 

new direction with the ChinaLink

program which will include both

Chinese culture and language

instruction. Spanish will be 

incorporated into the daily

schedule of a pilot group of 7th

and 8th grade students. After-

school Spanish will still be

available to students through

Mimi Madrid.   

LOVE & LOGIC
CONFERENCE 

Four faculty members are 

attending a week-long 

conference this summer. The

topic of the conference is 

classroom discipline. Mrs. Julie

McFarland, Ms. Chrysa

Muenchausen, Mrs. Mary Primm,

and Mrs. Jan Rusnak are looking

forward to coming back to  

St. Jude School full of ideas as we

work together to make our school

the best that it can possibly be!

GRANTS
SJS finished the year with the

following additional grants

awarded for the upcoming school

year. Our total dollar amount

awarded during the 2007-2008

school year is $42,740. Special

thanks to our grant writer, Terry

Ziegelmeyer.

>> McGinty Foundation…$4000

for Social Studies materials, K-3

>> Henkel…$1340 for classroom

interactive technology

>> Catholic Education Endowment

Trust…$800 for a student retreat

day, Grades 4-5

>> Catholic Education Endowment

Trust…$800 for classroom Bibles,

Grades 4-5

>> Lorain County Community

Foundation Youth Award…$300 to

make pillows for Blessing House

>> BP…$500 for science materials

>> St. Cecelia Foundation…$400

for Choir song books

Special congratulations to all of our
new eighth grade graduates! We pray
for God's continued blessings in the
years ahead. We wish them much
success as they begin their high
school careers. The entire school
gathered on June 2nd before the close
of the day to celebrate a missioning
prayer service for eighth grade
students. Graduation was that evening
at 7:00 PM. We hold our newly
graduated students in our prayers.  

Congratulations to our
8th grade GRADS

Maggie D'Amico Alaysa Nunnally
Brett Diedrich Isaac Payne
Ashlie Eckenrode Stephanie Peters
Douglas Ellingson Elizabeth Pienoski
Davis Elwer Benjamin Pluta
Tyler Filiagg Rachel Pronesti
Bailey Griffin Tyler Ramirez
Brigid Griffin Megan Ramsey
Amanda Griffiths Taylor Robinson
Stephanie Griffiths James Rokasy
Nicholas Grimmer Andrea Scarpelli
Kevin Hayes David Scherer
Austin Heider Logan Sciulli
Sarah Hill Jessica Stanard
Sara Kaminski Rachel Taylor
Victoria Korce Marisa Ternes
Kevin Laing Greeta Thaikattil
Michael Lotko Gabrielle Thomas 
Tony Lusher Brianna Thome
Ryan Lutke Katherine VanKeuren
Sarah Miller Julie Weich
Courtney Mueller George Wenner
Thomas Natal Amy Wetzel
Thomas Netkowicz Francesca Wetzel
Daniel Newman Natalie Wilden
Katie Niemiec

GGOOTT  
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s I interviewed
Pam Pollack for

this article, I was
deeply impressed with
her commitment to St.
Jude's Parish. Pam has
been involved at St.
Jude's for over 40
years. In addition to
working in the school,
she was a student at
St. Jude's for eight
years and as a high
school student Pam
helped the second
graders with Sr. Mary
Audrey, SND. Pam
taught the 3rd, 4th,
5th, 6th, 7th and 8th
grades and has
completed her 10th
year as assistant
principal.  

With a bit of humor,
Pam recalled that as
an 8th grader she was
entrusted with the key
to the book store 

that had supplies
needed by the
teachers. Many years
later, she still had the
key around her neck
as her current office
was where the book
store used to be.
One of Pam's fond
memories occurred
during her first year
of teaching. Her
experience at St. Jude
Parish was truly a
family event. While
Pam taught third
grade, her baby sister
was in the 4th grade,
her mother taught
the 6th grade, and
her middle sister was
in the 8th grade. All
four of them walked
to school together.  

Pam was proud of
the fact that she had
touched the lives of
so many teachers and
staff. Some St. Jude
teachers were former
students from St.
Jude's School or
Ashland University
where Pam taught
education students.
Her impact on
students' lives was
expressed to her by a
former student (now
40 yrs old) who called
out to her in  

St. Jude's parking lot and said,
"I got my doctorate and you
are my favorite teacher of
all time."

Pam was grateful for the
opportunity to teach at St.
Jude Parish. She had a
wonderful relationship with
all the administrators who
taught her different aspects
of teaching. She described her
time at St. Jude's as:
“I worked with some of the
most dedicated friends." Pam
felt that she was "doing what
you love to do and being paid
for it."                                  

As a parishioner of St. Jude,  
Pam has been a Eucharistic
Minister, a lector, a member

of the Bereavement
Committee, and a past
member of Parish Council
and the Education
Commission. Her hope for
the future is that she finds
a place just like St. Jude's
School. The only two
reasons why Pam  decided
to move were her two
grandchildren, Ryan and
Hanna. Pam is moving to
Mesa, Arizona as she wants
to be a “Nanna." 

Pam will be truly missed
as an educator, an adminis-
trator, a friend, and a St.
Jude parishioner. Pam, our
prayers and blessings go
with you.

A

e would like to say thanks and best wishes
to Sr. Jennifer Kramer, SND and Dean

Robinson for their years of service to St. Jude Parish.
Sr. Jennifer ministered at St. Jude's as a pastoral
associate for the past six years. Her calm presence,
sense of humor, and commitment to the RCIA
candidates and families participating in Baptismal
classes will certainly be missed. Sr. Jennifer had a
way of making parishioners feel welcomed and well
received in all her areas of ministry.

Over the past seven years, Dean's work with the
Elyria Teens for Christ, the Living Stations, the
Confirmation Program, and Enactment of the Passion
on Palm Sunday was a great service  to the junior
high and high school students of our parish and 

clustering parishes. As the Administrative Assistant
at St. Jude's, Dean had the ability of smoothly
handling all the details that occur with the
everyday running of a Parish. 

Both Sr. Jennifer and Dean will continue to
minister in the Lorain County area. Sr. Jennifer will
assist at St. Agnes Parish in Elyria and St. Therese
Parish in Sheffield as a pastoral minister. Dean will
continue his work as a youth minister at Elyria
Catholic High School as Campus minister and at
Our Lady Queen of Peace in Grafton helping with
Youth Ministry and the Confirmation program.            

Sr. Jennifer and Dean, know our prayers go with
you. Your presence was a gift to all of us.
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