Dear Family,
"When the time of Pentecost was fulfilled, they

were all in one place together. And suddenly there

came from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind,

and it filled the entire house in which they were.
>>Read more on P-2 >>
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sB jude school NEWS

GOING ABOVE & BEYOND...
STUDENTS EXCEL AT
ST. JUDE SCHOOL

SCIENCE FAIR WINNERS
Students who received a SUPERIOR
rating will go to the state Science Day
at the Ohio State University this
month. We are proud of our budding
young scientists! Congratulations to
the following students:

Stephanie Decker: Chemistry

Sarah Miller: Engineering

Elizabeth Pienoski: Environment

POWER OF THE PEN WINNER

Eighty four students competed for

the opportunity to move on to
competition at the state level. St.
Jude’s Dan Newman ranked thirteen of
the eighty four competitors! Dan will
advance and compete at the end of
May. What an amazing accomplish-
ment! The state winner will receive a
scholarship to The College of Wooster.

SPELLING BEE WINNER

Jessica Stanard was the 2nd place
winner in the regional competition of
the Scripps Spelling Bee. Although
only the 1st place winner advances
to state competition, we are proud
of Jessical

GEOGRAPHY BEE WINNER
Claire Miller scored well enough on
the Geography Bee test to qualify for
the State of Ohio competition. Claire
was in the top 100 students of all
those students who took the test. In
the next level of competition, Claire
scored 7 out of 8 in the preliminary
round. Although it took an 8 out of 8
to advance to the final round of state
competition, we are very proud of
Claire for her efforts!

RIGHT TO LIFE ESSAY
CONTEST

St. Jude School boasts three winners
in the Right To Life Essay Contest.
Congratulations to the following
students:

Will Fritz: First Place

Mackenzie Boyko: Second Place
Nick Shepherd: Third Place

DRAMA

Theresa Van Kueren performed as part
of the Cleveland Opera’s performance
of La Boheme at the State Theatre.
Theresa also performs with the Oberlin
Chorusters. Way to go, Theresa!

MUSIC AWARDS

Several St. Jude students performed
at the spring Lorain County Solo and
Ensemble Contest. Students received
a rating of SUPERIOR (the highest
rating possible), EXCELLENT or
GOOD. We are proud of the
discipline and perseverance
displayed by our young musicians!

SUPERIOR RATING: SOLOS

Amanda Griffiths Flute
Danny Newman Flute
Jessica Stanard Flute
Katie Van Keuren Flute,Vocal
Victoria Korce Vocal
Greeta Thaikattil Flute
Rachel Kozma Piano
Claire Miller Trombone
Allie Norris Piano
Matthew Resar Trombone
Mary Scherer Vocal
Theresa Van Keuren Vocal

SUPERIOR RATING: ENSEMBLE
Amanda Griffiths, Danny Newman,
Jessica Stanard -- Flute; duet, trio &
quartet

Greeta Thaikattil, Katie Van Keuren,
Stephanie Decker, Zachary Kuhman,
Hannah Laubenthal -- Flute/piano

EXCELLENT RATING: SOLO

Jessica Celima Vocal
Sarah Kozma Piano
Brittany Resar Piano

EXCELLENT RATING: ENSEMBLE
Stephanie Griffiths,

Jesse Varner Snare Drum

GOOD RATING: ENSEMBLE
Zach Kuhman,

Eamon Dillon Low Brass

fUPCOMING DATES
i Mother's Day Mass (K-3)

First Communion

Band Concert

Dollar Dress Down Day

8th Grade Retreat

Teacher In-service-No school
Art Show

Grade 6-8 Concert

7th-8th Grade Dance

6th-8th Enrichment Field Trip to Stone Lab
Graduation

Fun Day

Last Day of School

STEWARDSHIP
CORNER

TIME... Junior high students
spent time putting the
Stewardship Prayer into every
hymnal in our Church.
TALENT... Students in 8th
grade made palm crosses for
residents of Independence
Village. Residents were grateful
that someone thought of them
saying that, "it's the little things
we do that can make a big
difference in the life of someone
else!l”

TREASURE... Several students
and their families helped to
make the St. Patrick's Day
benefit for El Salvador a
success. They helped to collect
almost $2000.00 for the
missions! K-8 students
donated food to the Elyria
Hospitality Center. Workers
were especially grateful since
food donations have decreased

since the Christ&as holidays.

May 9, 8:30 am :
May 10, 11:00 am |
May 13, 7:00 pm I
May 14 I
May 15 I
May 16 !
May 18, 9:30-1:00 '
May 20, 7:00pm :
May 23, 7:00-10:00pm i
May 27 i
June 3, 7:00pm i

June 5, 1:00 dismissal |
June 6, 1:00 dismissal | E




THIE MANY FACKES

O MARY

B oth the May Coffee &
Conversation and Devotion
Evening will focus on Marian
themes. With May as a month
which traditionally honors
Mary as the Mother of God, |
chose to write a reflection on
two Marian sites that I visited.

In 2004, I had the
opportunity to go on a
pilgrimage to Marian shrines
in France, Portugal, and Spain.
Two places which remain dear
to my heart are both Lourdes
and Fatima. Both sites were
places where children had
visions of the Blessed Mother.
Bernadette Sourbirous from
Lourdes, France was a poor,
sickly, and not very bright
child. However, it was in
God'’s wisdom that this child
received apparitions of Mary
and confirmation of the
Immaculate Conception in
1858. As | heard the stories of
St. Bernadette and visited her
childhood home, I was
amazed at Bernadette’s faith
and belief in God. She had to
deal with neighbors’ disbelief
as she held onto the
experiences she had of Mary.
[ was also deeply impressed
at the faith people had who
visited this Marian Shrine. The
sick and the infirmed became
the royalty of Lourdes as they
were tenderly cared for by
family, friends, and the
nursing staff there.

At Fatima, I heard the
stories of the faith of the three
children who viewed the
Virgin Mary between May and
October of 1917.

Jacinta
and
Francisco
Marto
and
Lucia
_ dos
B> santos
had a deep faith in God and
were also put to scrutiny for
it by city officials. To walk
in their homes and
neighborhoods made me
realize that they were
‘ordinary" just like us and that
God calls all of us to have this
deep faith. As [ walked in an
evening candlelight
procession with many other
pilgrims reciting the rosary,
| experienced the universality
of the Church and how the
rosary calls us to a common
prayer experience.
During this month of May,
I would invite you to reflect
on who is Mary for you?
How does the Mother of God
support your faith? Do you
pray to Mary when you are in
the midst of life’s difficulties?
Mary experienced a lot of
them in her life time,
especially as she was with
Jesus at the foot of the cross.
Mary understands both the
joys and sorrows of being a
mother. Take the opportunity
this month to talk to Mary
about your life concerns and
trust her prayers as the
children of both Fatima and
Lourdes did.

--Sr. Margaret Marszal, HM
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: Coffee and Conversation will be on

: "The Faces of Mary" on May 1,

: 9:30-11am in the rectory basement.

¢ Sr. Margaret Marszal, HM will be the

: presenter. Contact Sr. Margaret at

¢ 366-5711x107 if you are interested

: in attending.

Deacon Frank O'Connell will be

presenting "Fatima" for Devotion
Night on May 19 at 7pm in The Chapel.

.
.
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SWEET SUCCESS recipient for
2007 United Way Campaign
Celebration & Recognition

of Volunteers
“HOMETOWN HEROES”

Mary Ann =~ Wﬁ%
Nolan e
Mary Ann Nolan e

has been

volunteering with -
Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Lorain
County for three
years. When Big
Sister Mary Ann Nolan entered Michaela’s
life, it improved her self-esteem
dramatically, and so did her behavior.
Mary Ann has been dedicated and
committed every step of the way in
mentoring Michaela. She knew that
volunteering makes a difference and
wanted to make a difference in

someone else’s live. Before long, Mary
Ann and Michaela were finding

common interests, doing fun activities,
and creating a wonderful friendship. It's
no surprise that the little moments Mary
shares with Michaela equal big magic.
Mary Ann & Michaela reminds us of our
mission and the reason why we go to
work every day to bring a mentor to every
child who wants and needs a friend and
role model in their life. Mary Ann is
forever changing the Life of this one child
and that will make a huge and lasting
impact in Lorain County.
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" WIXING a iGEle of this: a bit of that |

Becoming a Bigger Part of

g

As First
Communion Is

a very special
event for second
graders, I thought
it would be
enlightening to
find out what
excited them about
receiving this
sacrament.

--Sr. Margaret Marszal, HM

response was,
"1 will be
receiving the
Body and
Blood of
Jesus
Christ."
William
Kirkpatrick said he was
excited about "getting
closer to God." Mackenna
Ternes said, "I'm excited
because | will become a
bigger part of God's
family." Olivia Szpak is
excited because she is now
not the only one in her family
who didn't make First
Communion. Faith
DeVengencie is excited
because "Jesus is coming
into my heart." Amy
Reinker is excited about
being a part of the Feast
and Julia Schuster is
excited about becoming a
closer part of Jesus'
family. All the children's
responses reflected that this
was certainly a special day
in their life.

First Communion

this year will be on
Saturday, May 10th
at 1t/00am in

St. Jude’s Church.

Just a reminder to parents
and 2nd graders that the
group practice for the May
10th Liturgy is Monday,
May 5 at 7-8pm. For this
rehearsal, only your child
needs to attend. For the
practice on Friday, May 9 at
6:30pm at least one parent
must attend with the child.
Children should report to the
Chapel for both of these
practices.



BLESSED
ARE
YOU

WHO...

O n Thursday, April
17th, one of St. Jude's
parishioners and her
son delivered our last
meal (for this year) to
St. Joseph Overnight
Shelter until it re-opens
again next November.
Beginning in the Fall
and continuing

through the Spring,
over 250 generous

volunteers of our parish

created 108 chicken
and rice casseroles,
tossed 72 bowils of
salad, and baked 84
pans of brownies! In

--read more below right >

‘Locks of Love” : Lots of Love

O n Friday
April 11, 2008

Melanie Ellingson, a
second grader at St
Jude, cut her hair for
a good cause. Two
years ago, Melanie
saw a special on TV
about a girl who has
Alopecia Areata, a
condition that causes
children to lose their
hair for which there is
no known cause or
cure. During this
special, they talked
about Locks of Love.
Locks of Love is a non-
profit organization
that provides hair
pieces to financially
disadvantaged
children under the
age of 18. These
children face illnesses
that cause

them to lose

their hair, :
primarily from J
Cancer and
Alopecia

Areata. The

mission of

Locks of Love

is to "return a sense of
self-confidence and
normalcy to children
suffering from hair
loss by utilizing
donated ponystails to
provide the highest
quality hair
prosthetics to
financially
disadvantaged
children.”

\Xell the day that she
learned about Locks
of Love, Melanie set
out on her own
mission. Since then
she has been growing
her hair with the
specific purpose of
donating it. Everyday
of working the brush
through the
tangles,
putting her
hair up at
night, and a
couple of trims
to keep the
ends fresh,
she never
complained and kept
to her promise to
donate her hair.
Melanie says that
she would like to
grow her hair out and
donate it again. She
says she had fun
doing it and that it
was nice of the
hairdresser to take
the time to cut and
style her hair.

If you would like more
information about
Locks of Love, you
can visit their website
www.locksoflove.or
or contact them at
(888) 896-1588.

You must have at
least 10 inches of hair
to donate and there
are other rules and
mailing instructions.
Melanie had her hair
cut at Head Quarters
Salon in Lorain and
ended up donating
13 inches of her hair.
—Dawn Ellingson
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—continued from above

addition to cooking, 12 people
packed up their cars on Thursday
afternoons and delivered all our
food to the shelter in Lorain.
That's a lot of people, a lot of food
and a LOT of LOVE!

A very special and big THANK
YOU to all who volunteered to
assist our men, women and
children in need at the shelter.
Each of you is a wonderful
example of living the Corporal
\X/orks of Mercy: feeding the
hungry, giving drink to the
thirsty, sheltering the homeless.
Thanks also to our teens who
called each volunteer with a
friendly reminder about your
sign-up commitment. May God
bless those in need and all who
have come to their assistance in
generosity and love.

- Sr. Jennifer SND
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