Dear Family.

This year Easter is as early as it can be.
The next time Easter will be this early is
the year 2060. Why? >>Read more on P-2 >>
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TRIDUUM: THE MEANING REVEALED

“We begin our journey with the living Lord at
the First Eucharist; on the Way of the Cross; to
the Light of Christ — His Resurrection.”







st Jude school NEWS

UPCOMING EVENTS

CONGRATULATIONS SJS STUDENTS
POWER OF THE PEN... a team of six
8th grade students competed in a
local writing competition called
Power of the Pen. Students
participated in three rounds of
rigorous writing. Two SJS students,
Daniel Newman and Ben Pluta,
advanced to the regional
competition. Good luck Daniel and
Ben! Special thanks to Enrichment
teacher, Mr. Chris Pelphrey.

CREATIVE COMMUNICATION
POETRY ANTHOLOGY... eleven
junior high students are published
poets! Their original poetry was
selected for publication. We're
proud of poets Peter Blake, Dylan
Brown, Erika Emling, Santiago
Gutierrez, Leah Karlie, Hannah
Laubenthal, Haley Looney, Jacob
Moore, Ryan Saunders, Shelby
Snow and Maria Tony. Special
thanks to Reading teacher, Mrs.
Mary Primm.

SCIENCE FAIR FINALISTS... several
junior high students have the
opportunity to advance to the next
level of competition. Good luck to
all of them! Special thanks to
Science teacher, Mrs. Chrysa
Muenchausen.

> PHYSICAL SCIENCE - Grades 7&8
Marisa Ternes - First Place
Stephany DiVaccaro - First Place
David Scherer - Second Place
Chris Clark - Second Place
Rachel Pronesti - Second Place
Emmy Heinrich - Second Place
Sarah Miller - Third Place
Angela Capelety - Third Place

> LIFE SCIENCE - Grades 7&8
Bailey Griffin - First Place

Joe Nemeth - First Place

Sara Kaminski - Second Place
Stephanie Decker - Second Place
> EARTH SCIENCE - Grades 788
Beth Pienoski - First Place
Amanda Griffiths - Second Place
Sarah Hill - Second Place
Stephanie Griffiths - Third Place
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TIME... students made cards
and sent get well wishes to an

elderly parishioner who has
volunteered in the school.

TALENT... Helping Hands are
a group of students who plan
school-wide service activities
and Liturgy Team is a different
group of students who plan
all-school prayer services and
liturgies. Both groups serve
the school community
throughout the school year.

TREASURE... students have
contributed $2200 to the
Building Fund during the first
semester of the year through
monthly dollar dress

down days.

A SPECIAL THANK
Yo“...

Special thanks to Men's Club
for their help with putting the
new interactive technology
systems into classrooms. We
appreciate their help and their
continued support of our
school!

Registration for the 2008-2009
school year is underway!

CURRENT SCHOOL
FAMILIES...

take advantage of the opportunity
to register as soon as possible in
order to reserve spaces for your
children. It is important that
registration takes place on a
timely basis this year. We have
had numerous inquiries about new
registrations. We value your
presence in our school
community!

PROSPECTIVE
SCHOOL
FAMILIES...

make arrangements to tour the
school and observe classroom
instruction. Prospective students
also have the opportunity to
shadow for a school day. The
school program includes preschool
for 3 year-olds, 4 year-olds and
pre-kindergarten students. Full
and half-day preschool and
kindergarten are available. We
invite you to consider the
possibility of becoming part of
our school family.

We have state of the art plasma
interactive technology in grades
2-8. These were funded through a
grant from the Ely Foundation
and the generosity of two

school families.




Lenten Programs
at the Elyria
Cluster Parishes
and St. Jude

For this second half of Lent, there are
a number of opportunities for you to
continue your Lenten Journey. Several
events are sponsored by the Elyria
Cluster Community. On the Mondays of
Lent February 11 through March 17
from 6:45 to 8pm, Father Al Krupp at St.
Agnes Church Hall is offering a
six-part series of reflections based
on scripture and short films by Rob
Bell, aimed at confronting some of the
common blocks to discipleship and
Christ-like self-giving. All are also
welcome to participate in a Bible Study
at St. Mary Church, in the lower
Chapel, every Thursday at 7pm. On
March 2 at 7pm, at St. Jude Church is
Taizé Prayer, an interdenominational
prayer form used around the world to
gather people together in an effort to
bring the presence of Christ and
strengthen the power of prayer in the
world today. St. Mary's Church will host
a communal penance service on
March 9 at 7pm. (ETC) Elyria Teens for
Christ will offer the Living Stations of
the Cross at 7pm on March 16 at St.
Jude’s. For times for area Stations of
the Cross and the Sacrament of
Reconciliation see St. Jude's web site.

The topic for this month's Devotion
Night and Family Presentation is "In
the Garden with Jesus." Deacon Frank
will be the presenter on March 3 at 7pm
in the Chapel at St. Jude's. Sr. Margaret
Marszal, HM will present "A Look at
Different Ways to Pray" for Coffee and
Conversation. This will be held in the
Family Center at 9:30am. There will be
a workshop dealing with grief on
March 13 in the Family Center at 7pm
with Sr. Jeanne Marie Glorioso, HM.
This will be helpful to those who have
recently lost a family member or loved
one. Finally, our eighth graders will be
re-enacting the Gospel Passion at the
Palm Sunday liturgies.

See the back of this Grapevine for
liturgy times for Holy Week and Easter
Sunday. Please note the details for
Elyria Cluster Church Event, Divine
Mercy Sunday which will be
celebrated on Sunday, March 30
starting at 2:30pm with readings from
St. Faustina’s Diary, Chaplet at 3pm

and closing Prayer for Healing
Service directed by Deacon
Frank O’'Connell.

THE EASTER VIGIL

The Easter Vigil is "THE" liturgy of the entire
year. The Mass is a movement, like a musical
score, from the darkness of sin to the crescendo
of the Resurrection of our Lord. It is not just
another Mass. | would like to invite everyone to
understand the symbols used in this liturgy. The
Creighton University website has a wonderful
explanation of this most special night.

-- Sue Kuchenbecker

You can find this article and others at
www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Lent/prep-
eastervigil.html.

Preparing for the Easter Vigil
Darkness.

The Easter Vigil begins with darkness. The
darkness itself is the first movement of the liturgy,
S0 we begin our preparations with that darkness.
It represents all darkness, and all the meanings
of darkness - devoid of light; evil thoughts, moti-
vations, deeds; all that is hidden and secret,
deceitful and dishonest, divisive and abusive,
immoral and sinful. It's the darkness of our world,
and the darkness in my heart. If | come to the
vigil and restlessly and impatiently fidget in the
dark "until something happens," | miss the power
of what is about to happen. So, we prepare by
readying ourselves to experience the darkness.
It is distasteful and reprehensible, embarrassing
and humbling, fearful and despairing.Then a light
is struck. It breaks into the darkness.

The Light of Christ.

The candle lit from the new fire is then
processed into the community, and we receive its
light and experience the power of that light as it
grows. When the candle is brought front and cen-
ter, we celebrate the Easter Proclamation. "Dear
friends in Christ, we have begun our solemn vigil.
“Let us now listen attentively to the word of God,
recalling how God saved his people throughout
history and, in the fullness of time, sent his own
Son to be our Redeemer."

The Word of Our Salvation History.

There are nine readings and eight psalms or
songs that have been prepared to help us with
our night's vigil. Each reading is followed by an
invitation to pray in silence, which is followed by a
special prayer designed for that reading. After the
last reading from the Old Testament, the candles
are lit and the bells ring as we sing our Glory to
God. Now we are ready to hear the New
Testament word in the light of Christ, and the
good news, "He has been raised!"

The Liturgy of Baptism.

The Presiders and ministers go to the font of
baptism, thereby drawing us together there.
Those who are to be baptized are called forward,
along with their sponsors.

The Litany
We turn to the community of saints in glory to ask
for their help. We remember that we do this same
litany before the ordination of priests and deacons.
In our hearts we might also turn to the saints we
have known, who are not part of this list, whose
love we have known and to whom we can turn
tonight to intercede for these candidates for
baptism and for our whole community.
The Blessing of the Water
The Presider now blesses the water. When the
priest inserts the candle in the water and lifts it out
3 times, we experience the ritual that announces
the meaning of our baptism into these waters - one
with him in dying that we might be one with him
in rising.
The Profession of Faith and Renunciation
of Evil

We have renewed our baptismal promises many
times. We can prepare to make the Easter Vigil a
powerful experience of grace if we make each of
the renunciations and professions with a meaning
that is personal to us.
Baptism.
The candidates are baptized. Even if our church
isn't able to immerse the baptized into the water,
the ritual of pouring water over their heads is
meant to be a sign of their entry into the waters of
baptism. The newly baptized are anointed, with the
same oil used to anoint priests. They are then
clothed in a white garment. “You have become a
new creation and have clothed yourselves in
Christ.” Finally, they receive a candle lit from the
Easter fire. "You have been enlightened by Christ.
Walk always as children of the light and keep the
flame of faith alive in your hearts."
The Celebration of Confirmation
The newly baptized and those who are about to be
received into full communion are ready to "share in
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit." And in silence,
the Presider lays hands on each person, the same
sign used in ordination to the priesthood and
diaconate by the bishop. The newly confirmed take
their places in the assembly of the faithful, ready to
join us for the first time at the table of the Lord.
The Eucharist.
All our preparations, all the power of this night's
rituals and sacraments, lead us to celebrate the
Eucharist, to "give God thanks and praise.” As the
newly confirmed receive the final Sacrament of
Initiation, the Body and Blood of Jesus, we are
ready to celebrate Easter. The tomb is empty.
There is Light in the midst of our darkness. We've
been fed by the Word and given new life in the
waters of baptism. Now we eat his Body and
drink his Blood and receive the life in him that
he promises.

With this enlightened understanding of this
phenomenonal liturgy, come and participate in
this year's Easter Vigil !Alleluia, Alleluia!
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EGC (Elyrid Geens Cor Christ)

; he annual ETC
Retreat that was

held in January was a
smashing success! On
January 12-13, over 40
teens from the area
gathered for the retreat
o o atSt.Leonard
% Retreat Center
e in Avon.
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Deacon Pat, and
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planned a great
weekend!
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Taizé Prayer
St. Jude Church
Sunday, March 2 - 7pm

Communal Reconciliation
Service

St. Mary Church

March 9 - 7pm

Meet¢
the
"Lady
in Red”

Charlotte
Kuczkowski

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Second Sunday after Easter
St. Jude Church

Sunday, March 30, 2:30pm
Reflections on St. Faustina’s
Diary; Divine Mercy

Chaplet at 3:00pm with
Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament followed by Prayer
for Healing -- Deacon Frank

HOLY THURSDAY

Evening of the Lord’s Supper -- 7pm
Confessions after Mass

THE LORD’S PASSION
Good Friday Service, 2pm in Church
Confessions to follow

HOLY SATURDAY
Easter Vigil -- 8:30pm
EASTER SUNDAY
8:30am, 10:30am & Noon

PUBLISHER: Fr. Frank P. Kosem, Pastor
fpk@saintjudeparish.org

EDITOR: Deacon Frank J. O’Connell x104
foconnell@saintjudeparish.org

Subscribe to our weekly eBLAST
www.saintjudeparish.org

Send your editorial comments to the editor
either by email or letter.

Rectory: 440-366-5711 FAX 440.366.1916

" aybe you've seen
her around the Church?
You can't miss her
bright smile and snappy
red outfits. You don't
have to ask for a hug,
she just comes with it
already packaged and
willing to give the
hugs away.

Charlotte has been a
fervent parishioner for
over 50 years and has
loved being part of this
faith community. Over
the years she has been
involved in many
activities and groups
that could fill a page.
She calls herself
"a jack of all trades;
mechanic of none."

ST JUDE
CHURCH
590 Porrar St
Eryria OH 44035

She is one of 7 brothers
and sisters (originally
from Buffalo NY) and
comes from the “school
of hard knocks” and
thoroughly enjoys
sewing as a hobby.

"I'll be 95 years young
in April and | owe all my
thanks to the Lord, he
has brought me
through so much. | love
this parish and | could
write a book about the
comings and going of
St. Jude Church.

The reason | wear
red is that it makes me
'happy'. My closet is
bedecked with a variety
of apparel. It makes the
choices simple: red,
red, and more red.”
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